While the current issue of Social and Preventive Medicine is devoted to social, ethnic, and gender diversity in survey research, the sole research paper from the United States features patterns of body weight in middle-aged and older
Americans by gender and race only (Jenkins et al. 2003) . (Cohen & Northridge 2000) . In "The condition of the working class in England" first published in 1845, Friedrich Engels noted the poor health and mortality record of the Irish living in England (Engels 2000) . Contemporary research in Britain has found that adjustment for social class fails to attenuate the adult mortality differential observed according to place of birth (Davey Smith 2000 (Krieger et al. 2002) .
This is perhaps not surprising, as racism has been the primary form of group oppression in the United States since its founding over 200 years ago, and race relations continue to permeate virtually every aspect of U.S. life, including health and well being

Below I discuss ethnicity with regard to the two main goals of Social and Preventive Medicine, namely: (1) informing public health surveillance systems to better monitor progress and setbacks over time and across populations in eliminating inequalities in health [including by ethnicity]; and (2) publishing data from local health surveys that are collected to inform local programs and target interventions for diverse [ethnic] subgroups.
Holding governments accountable
Since 1790, the U.S. government has been collecting -and changing each decade the way it collects -data on race and ethnicity that provide denominators for social and demographic analyses (Wallman et al. 2000) . (Krieger 2000) .
Accounting for diversity Which -if any -measures of ethnicity are incorporated into local health surveys depends upon the purpose of a given survey, who lives in the community, when the survey is conducted, and how the findings will be compared to other surveys. For instance, we are conducting an asthma screening survey in Central Harlem, New York City for children aged 0 -12 that we first reported on in Social and Preventive
Medicine (Northridge et al. 2002) 
